Form for Educational Observation

Name of the school observed: Solski Center,  Celje Slovenia

Study programs: Textile designers (3+2 yrs), car mechanic (3 yrs) + technicians (2 yrs), logistics (4 yrs), hairdressing   (3 yrs + 2 yrs adult education), lorry drivers as adult education 2 yrs

Number of students: 700+

Age of students: 15-22

Compulsory/free-choice studies: 3-4 yrs / 2 yrs

	1. Educational surrounding 

	What are the school premises like?

A four-store building with workshops and a dormitory



	Are the students studying by using the Internet?

Yes, especially foreign languages. There is a classroom for e-learning

	What kind of web-based methods are used?

Language programs, Internet

	How is on-the-job learning or vocational training of students?

First students practice at school workshops and later 3 weeks during the two first years, then half a year.

	How long are the lessons? How many hours per day? Are there any breaks?

45 minutes, app. 7 hours a day, lunch break 45 minutes (free lunch), 5 minutes break between each lesson




	2. Educational methods

	What kinds of methods are used in education?  Teacher and/or student based methods?

Workshops, group work, student to student, dialogs, teacher based, teacher as mentor in the classroom

	Is teamwork, drama, project learning, etc. used?

Yes, there is a drama class as a free choice activity.

	Is it possible to teach with colleague teacher together in the same classroom? In which situations?

Yes, it is, on project work and for instance language teachers work with vocational studies teachers in workshops



	How different kinds of learning styles (visual, auditional and functional) are used in education?

Visual: pictures, through computer, charts

Auditional: traditional teaching, radio, CDs

Oral: oral practices

Functional: workshops




	3. Educational materials

	Do the teachers use any textbooks? What kind of books?

Yes (i.e. Headway, Look Ahead) – British books in English class, foreign books among domestic books

	What other materials and equipments are the teachers using during the lessons?

Computers, handouts, overheads, charts


	4. Students

	What kinds of students are there?

Students from comprehensive school, choice is made according to grades (logistics, hairdressing) and to some departments all applying students are accepted (textile, car mechanic)

	How do teachers cope with students with special needs (dyslexia, behavioral problems, ADHD, etc.)? Are there any smaller groups for these students?

Additional lessons and classes, 1 lesson/student/week, no smaller groups

- Diagnosis is needed, ministry pays for the lessons

Special education teachers, psychologists, etc. are used in individual cases



	How do students interact with each other in the group?

In various ways, dialog is the basis for everything.


	5. Teachers

	What kind of education training do the teachers have?

4 yrs + 1 year finishing diploma (Bachelor's degree)

	What are the teachers´ chances for further education studies?

Master's degree (3 universities in Slovenia)




	6. Other staff

	What is the organization of the school?

The director – the headmaster – teacher

	Who is in charge of the educational decisions?

Topics and material: Teacher

The amount of studies and finance decisions: headmaster

	In addition to teachers, what kind of other staff is there?

Psychologist + 2 assistants (special education & counselor)

Secretary

Headmaster's secretary

Librarian

Janitor

Security person


	7. Curriculum 



	How much and when do the students study mother tongue and/or other languages during their studies? What languages are studied? 

2-3 weekly lessons throughout the studies

English is compulsory 

German as a second language (car mechanics, logistics, hairdressing)

	Is there integration between language teachers and vocational studies teachers? How is the integration organized?

Yes, if the teacher wants to, but she/he has to organize it herself/himself.


	How are the students trained for international exchange?

There are two or three extra language lessons organized before the trip




	8. Challenges

	Future challenges in vocational education?

According to language teachers the main challenge is how teachers can maintain their own professional skills throughout their career.



