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	1. Educational surrounding 

	How is the physical surrounding of education?
Not so good in terms of material, equipment, Internet-connection,  screens, sockets
and the number of computers. The buildings and environment are good.



	Are the students studying by the Internet?
Yes they do but only about 3 h a week  or a couple of hours depending on the level or the studies or the teacher

	What kind of  web-based methods  are in use?
Teacher-led  or the students can also use individually some programs that the teachers show them.  They also have prevention programs. There is a prevention of the access to YouTube, messenger, gaming and  most other social media.

	How is on-the-job learning or the vocational training of students?
Students have to find the company by themselves.  They sometimes fail to find it and then the teacher has to help them.


	How long are lessons? How many hours per day? Are there any breaks?
The lessons last for 60 min, usually 1-2 hours one subject. Four (4) lessons of the
same subject  at a stretch is a maximum. Usually 6-8 hours a day. One 15 min break at  10 am and the other in the afternoon. The apprentices have 35 lessons a week and other students 28-32 h a week. On Thursday afternoons the students can attend a theatre or an art lesson or a sports activity at 13.05 – 14.00 o’clock.



	2. Methods of education

	How are the methods of education?  Traditional and formal? Or are the students in focus? How it`s recognized?
Mostly teacher-led and interactive discussion.


	Do the students study under the guidance of   the teacher? Are team work, drama and project learning known methods?
Yes, they do. But there is sometimes team work eg on a certain theme.


	Is it possible to teach with a colleague teacher together in the same classroom? In which situations?
In the workshops this kind of cooperation seems to be on the increase eg an English teacher and a technical teacher in a car repair shop.


	How different kind of learning styles (visual, auditory and functional) are in educational use?
Quite a lot was written up on the whiteboard. Overhead projectors were not used in the lessons we observed. CD-records were used to some extent.  Since most groups had copied material and no textbooks, there was no recorded material or transparencies from teachers ‘ manuals.  There was also a shortage of sockets in classrooms.


	3.Materials of education

	Do the teachers use any textbooks? What kind of books?
In apprenticeship education no textbooks are used, only copied material and a  superb English  language program on the Internet financed by car factories.  This is the best and most comprehensive language program we have ever seen on the Internet. We did not see any books. Those who aim at the A-levels (Baccalaurea) can also have a book.


	What other materials do the teachers use during the lessons? How are the methods?
They use CDs and films for oral comprehension exercises. They also use computers so that students do exercises on the website.




	4. Student

	What kind of students are there?
Depending on the level of studies, they can be quite weak in English especially those in vocational and technical or industrial studies. Apprentices’ level is a lot lower. The students in business studies are at a higher level. Apprentices are at work every other week.
What is the proportion of the boys and girls in the group?  How about that of immigrants?

Most groups were predominantly male groups not a single girl except in business and management groups. They try to get girls to traditionally male dominated fields of study by providing an incentive of 1000 euros to girls. But this stimulus has hardly improved the situation. Girls keep on choosing traditional women’s fields.

In several groups there were perhaps 1-2 students from other ethnic origin than French.


	How do teachers cope with different (dyslexia etc.) students? Are there any smaller groups for these students?
Some tests are made  at the beginning of the school year, some help is given to them,

this aid  is financed by the Regionis. Students with learning problems are taken from the big group and taught in a group of 2-3 students by a teacher. 

All those who have learning difficulties can join a support group. Even in the evening , it is possible to stay at school and  do the homework with some teachers (but they pay for that).


	Are there any rules concerning the appearance of the students? 

All students looked very tidy wearing casual wear. Military and sports clothes are not allowed. Boys are not permitted to wear earrings. Neither did we see any boys with pony tails or long hair.
How are students selected to la Châtaigneraie?

There are no entrance tests, but the principal and vice principal invite the applicant and their family (mother /father) for an interview. The duration of the interview is about 10-15 min. The certificate affects the selection of the applicant,too .  The personal interview procedure seems to have resulted in the good behaviour of students.
Are there any tuition fees?

Yes, there are a yearly fee of 600 euros for both semesters, which must also have  affected the good behaviour of all the students we met. They were strikingly polite.
How are catering services arranged?

There is a school canteen in the same building as the staff canteen. The same food is served to students for the same price of 5 euros a meal as to the staff.  The student canteen is not very cosy and the interior decoration is a little dark and worn out. In the after-noon students have a snack from a corner shop outside the school area. They also smoke outside the school site. Smoking is prohibited in the school yard, although 2/3 of the students smoke.
How is the graduation percentage of the students at the end of the studies?

It is slightly higher than in Finland in business studies but not so very high. About 5% of the students had a special problem. They were sc. “paperless students” whose immigration papers had disappeared or whose family had not stayed legally in the country. They could not be written any certificate because of missing indentification documents.

What kind of scale of the grades (marks) do you have in certificates?

The scale of the grades is very wide from 1 to 20. Twenty is the best grade.


	5. Teacher

	How is the education and practical training of teachers?
Two groups of people:  all people  are university graduates

Some (in the Lycee) passed a special exam (Concours that is to say a certain number of people are accepted depending on the number of places…. You can be very good but if the others are better, no chance for you; in  some years more people are accepted if the needs are more important). There are two levels: CAPES and Agregation.

Some others have a private contract (in the apprenticeship centres) but must show their university degrees and their competences.

All of them must be registered by the “Rectorat “, the decentralized institution of the  French national Ministry of  Education.

	What´s the role of the teacher inside the classroom and with colleagues? 
We think that students and teachers are on formal terms, because they always addressed the teacher ‘Madame’, whereas colleagues seemed to be on close terms by kissing on the cheeks or by shaking hands when meeting for the first time each day. The principal looked a real gentleman and a manager of human relations eg in the canteen when coming for lunch he shook hands or  kissed  the cheeks of the personnel whom he had not greeted/met  that day yet.


	What are the teachers´ chances for further education studies?
Always possible. Some schedules are given. Every year some training is offered to

teachers. They may also apply for it.



	6. Other staff

	What´s the role of the principal?
There is a big boss for all the school: he decides the general politics at school and the big projects.  He chooses the personnel even the teachers when private contract.



	Who ´s the superior of the teacher?
In the Lycee there is a vice principal handling teachers’ daily problems.                       In the apprenticeship centres there are two managers who take care of  daily matters and possible problems.


	Are there any tutors ? Are there any special needs teachers?
In the Lycee each form has got a tutor (professeur principal) who deals with the daily life of the group.                                                                                                            In the apprenticeship centres there are  “professeurs pilote) in charge of several forms (eg car mechanics’ first level, body repairers’ advanced level)

In case of special needs a teacher is chosen to deal with them.



	7. Curriculum of teaching



	How much do students study mother tongue or other languages in their studies? What languages are studied? At what stage of studies do  they study languages?
They study their mother tongue, French,  only  French at the same level, no special French to immigrants. Most immigrants are from previous French colonies so that they know French. The number of lessons depends on the level, most of the time 4 hours a week. The two teachers of  French we met did not speak English at all. 

Besides French,  both of them  taught  geography.

They study other languages;  English and a second language Spanish or German, which is now compulsory in general or technological studies (not in vocational studies).
They can also have Italian, Russian, Arabic or Chinese. (not in La Chataigneraie).
They sometimes study a third language. 

Sunny Spain and Spanish seemed to attract young students more than English, which seemed to be more like “Swedish by force in Finland”.  They did not seem to perceive the significance of English as a must in Europe and worldwide.


	Is there any integration between language teachers and vocational studies teacher? How is the integration organized?
Yes, there is increasingly, especially in workshops (see point  2 Methods)


	How are students trained for international mobility?
They have special courses with people whose mother tongue is the language of the country they will visit.

They are also given more English lessons, as English is the communication language most of the time.

They can also use individually some website programs that teachers advise them.


	


